. The Seabed AUV (top left) has been designed for high-resolution imaging close to the sea floor. It is capable of working very close to the sea floor, as illustrated by the mission depth profile (top center) at a coral reef in the US Virgin Islands. During this mission, it followed the sea floor bathymetry at a height of 3 m across a steep cliff in varied terrain. Even in such challenging environs, the Seabed AUV can obtain high-resolution, high-quality color imagery (bottom row). Original color image appears at back of this volume.
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terrain, and backscatter from the water column all combine to make image registration under water a difficult task. Our systems-level solu tion to the problem (as described above) has been to use a combination of technologies to collect color-balanced images that can be it an ideal platform for conducting long-term, repeatable time series surveys at sites of inter est. Collaboration with those interested in using this asset is encouraged. Fig. 1 
